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Every person must sac.is apd “arry an identification sard. This ideutification
card vas formerly iseued by the Distriet Nuticnal Council but 1s now tssued by the
Region:.l National Council which is a political adminietrative orgauization. Bach
region hes its own headquarters, and individuals desiring to obtain identificati-n
Pepors must go to the Regional Headqua=tors. At cach hesdquarters theze is o
security officer wvho s:reens the applications prior to issuance.

2!

According to the lav each person, male ard female, ' =n isaching the age of 15
must obtain a perscnal identity card or certificmte. That is the only legal
1dentity card in sxistence and sYery person must secure it and cerry it upen his
Por300 4t all times. In sdiition, thers are sany other cards in existence which
are carried by various individuals but the identity paper is the only one which
must be carried by all people. Among these other certificates or carés there is
the trade union card wvhich represents membership in a trade union. ThaTe are also
* nexbershir cards for organizations such as the Sokol, the Gymnastic Federation, the
v Touth Organization (=M} md, finally, the membership cavd in the Coumanist Party.
: Then, of course, members in the Armed Services alego Lave military cards.
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All of them are very important at various times in the lives of preople living

in the country. For instance, the birth certificate is important for it must
be shown in order to obtain a passpert to leave the country and also to obtain
the identity card. Citizenship papers must alsc be shown when epplying for a
passport to leeve the country. Academic papers are not nov as important as they
vere formerly, but they still have importance when a person wishes +o obtain a
position.

/ 25%1

Once they have shown either one or the other of these papers at the time of
application for the peraonsl identity card, only the jatter must be carried,
AAJ 25%1

Czechoslovakia used to have a double system of registration--church registration
and civil registration. Registers vere maintained by parochial offices for
mambers of churches and by local eivic organizations such as the mayor's offige
for persons registered only with civii suthorities. Now (1952 howvaver, thewe
mattars have been taken avay completely from the Chureh and out of the hands of
town and village authoritios and have been assigned to the local National Councile,
Bach local National Council has an office called the Matriculaticn 0fPfice {Atzicnd
Urad) vhere birtis are registerad, When a baby ie born either st home orins
hospital, the doctor must reuort the birth to the Matriculation Office. Tae
parents and one vitnecs also have to g0 to the office 1o register the birth, A
similar procedure is necessary for marriage for no longer are churches alloved to
umaintain s register, All nerriages must be registered at the local Naticnal
Council office.

25X1

The Nitionel Regional Council “ssues citizenship papers. A perscn born outside
the country must rzsife for five years ia Czechoelovakia in order to obtain these
papers.

25X1

The only paper necessary is the 1dentity certificate. No travel perait 18 necassary
out the person traveising must register with the police, Anyone remaining more

than 24 hours in & tuwn must register with the nearest police station, If the
iraveller stays iu &« hotel, the hotel will notify <he police of his presence. A%
the tize of repor:ing to the police the ldantity card must ve shown. It 1 the
usual practi€e ?or the police to taks up the identity card and to return it after

& short time,

15 25X1

16,
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7. in some of the satellite countries citizen
certificates of loyalty have been issued. %gé%
land are Probably still in use in Czechoslovakia. They
were required as proof of loyalty for everyone who wished %o obtain citizenship
papers or passports. They were issued by the Regional National Councii. Now only
those who desire citizenship must obtain proof of loyalty for the ordinary native
has nc need of this certificate. However, immediately after the var, citi-ens also
needed these certificates for many employers required them prior to em.loyment,
especially in government service. To cbtain a certificate of loyaity a person had
to present ten witnesses,
25X1

The main purpose of this certificate after the var vas to weed cut those who had
collaborated with the Germans.
j 25X1

W‘hese certificates were required mainly
for employment in state poaitinns and were generally not needed for those em-
pioyed in privete indusiry, This Aocuwenl was noi needed for a document check
and did nni “ove Lo be carried on one's person.

18, T 25%1

The applicant would go to the local committee of the National Council and request
the president of the cormittee to 1ssue & certificate. He would not be required
to £111 out any form, but merely state his request, The president of the commit-
tee would ask who his vitneeses were and would roquire tan signaturos. It vas not
| necassary to bring the vitnesses to the cffice of the Council but a statement
would suffice--either one statement with ten signatures or separate statements
from each vitness. As soon as the epplicant had obtained the necessary alfidsvita
from his witnesses, he would return to the nffice and would obtain the certificate.
Generally no further investigation was conducted unlass the yerson applying was
known tc be an unreliadble person.

the applicant was compelled to obtwin & certifizatc of loyalty from the localfty
vhera he had lived and vhere he vas known. If a peraon moved from one oity to
apother then a delay might occour until such time as his application vas investi-
gated,

25X1

25X1

19, men zust register for military service

at the age of 20 and must register thures times at the ages o7
20, 21, and 22, During that period he is under the control of the military author-
ities and must present himself for nilitary duty vhenever summoned. The period

of registration {s batween the first of culy ant the firet of August of esch year,

25X1

Initially a public announcement vas mads that all those bern in a certain year
should present themselves to the loaal council of the National Committee. At the
locel office eack registrant would £i11 out some papers and would then procesd

to the Regional National Council. Here he wculd receive a aedical examination
vhereby he vas classified as - physically £it or unfit for military service. I?
he vere £it, he would then raport for service on the first of October, 1In the
interim he was not permitted to leave the country. The men would be notified
iomediately whether they failed or passed the physical examination. They would

be notified through the meii vhere %o report for military service, With these
orders they could secure tickets for the railrosd and tickets for food on the-
Journey. They travelled usuully in groups and were accompaaied by military police.

m 25X1
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Exempticns are given on the basis of health, public servize, academic standing,
and family difficulties, The request for exemption for any of these reasons must
be presented immediatel . after the medical examination.

25X1

A perscn who presents himself for registration at the office of the local Nationali
Council has ¢ stawp put on his identity paper signifying that he has complied
with the requirements of reporting for conscription.
7 25X1
Each medical examination is the sanme,

It is possible that a person might be disquaiified one year and might be found
physically rit the following year. The examination takes about five minutes, The
examiners measure the candidate's height and weight and give a short examination
to the body. No X-ray or blood pressure reading is taken, The oyes and the mouth
are examined but the ears are not,

23

25X1
2l

Bich duferment 1s Judged on its own rgrticuler circumstanses. Siudeats mignt be

defarred for two years but more generslly the deferment is for one year., Ocoupa-
tional and femily defermentes slso would vary in each instance. The 4deforment 1a

given by 4ne :1litary department of the Regional Coancil,

25X1

for military training and Jemi-nilitar; training is ob) igatory for every
cixvizen, inciuding vomen, in Czechoslovakia. Children take Pre-military training
and as they growv older the; are trained in varicas groups such es the Sckol, tha
KSM, and the Federation for Czechoslovak Youth, Older people aleo have o partisi-

pata ir physical training and special military training. o5%1
0

26

Fo, he reteins his military book. In 4t is listed his complete military servite
up to and including the time of his discnarge from the Army, Thne military book
then continues the man’s activity in the reserve. The book containg the name,
date and place of birth, the number of +ne regiment, the station, and signature of
the commanding officer. It vas not neceesary for the reservist 10 carry the book
¥ith hin at al) {ines. All books were the same color, namely, gray.

25X%1

there were di1f scent certificates
for tewporary residense azd for Permanent residence. Temporary vertificates were
issued to persons living in hotels, in rentea rooms,or in sub-leased spartments,
These persons were required to carry a special certificate iseued by the police.
Permanent residents in a home or an apartment received a permanent residesce certi-
ficate. Both types of individuals were required to register their residence with
the local police. The @enerai procedure wns for an spplicant to £ill out an appli-
cation form in 4riplicste and %o rrement the form at the neare~t »0lice siction.

At the police station the pplication form was stemped and returned to the appli-
cant. A nev certificate hed to be obtained every time o Person or family moved
from one apartment to another. When moving, a person had to execute two sets of
Pspers - one to register deperture from an apartment and another to register rental
of the new apartment. The papers had to be signed both by the landlord of the
spartment being vecated and the landlord of the spartwent being rented. The same
would apply to & sudb-lessor or a hotel manager. attexpt was 25X1
made to investigate the truth of the ctatements made in the application form.

People were not required to o these registraticn forms om their person, nor 25%1
B e o e e, omts perso e
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' produce such a registration certificate. The application Porms vere printed by
the government priating office and could be cbtained either at rolice stations or
in stationary stores or tobacco shops, The important thing was to get the police
stamp upon the form. 25%1

28

Generally, the term Passport is applied to passports for foreign travel and for
internal use. The latter is actuallv the personal identity card. The travel

Passport is generally issued to be valid for a period of two years but is often

limited to the actual time needed for the performance of a certain mission. For

instance, delegates tc certain conferencee might obtain passports limited to three

or =zix months, 25%1

29

Passports were extremely difficult to obtain in Czechoslovakia. They were
issued only tor importaent reasons » most often for matters of state interest and
elmost never for Private reasons. The passports were {ssued by a special depart -
ment of the Ministry of Foreign Affeirs called The Department of Fationa] Pass-
ports. In order to obtain & passport the applicant had to produce his birth
certificate, his marriege certificate, citizenship papsrs, military papers, mili-
tary book, and tax pvapers. The tax papers certified to the fact that the appli-
cant has paid all his taxes, The perscn desiring to leave the country vas re-
quired to obtain a statement from tho locel tax officer certifying that 211 Li;

tax obligations were satisfied, He vas also compelled to pay an enigration tax,
vhich wes paid at the office of the Regional Nationel Council, This emigration

tex was theorstically a percentage of the person's capital ownership in the country,
Dipiomatie personnel were excluded from Paying the emigration tan. 25X1

there are separate forus to be filled cut for each type of pasaport. PFurther-
more, diplomatic psrsonnel dtd not have to present their tax paper.

25X1

Yes, all pevple, includiag diplomats » had 40 produce a certificate of loyalty.

This is a recent innovation besgun sbout one year ago. I presume, altnough I um

not certain, that a Communist Party membership card sould be presented in lieu

of tha loyslty certificste, 25%1

Tae secret polica Play & very important pavt in the entire procedure whereby pass-

Ports are obtained, Although, according to the lav, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

is charged snlely with the authority to issue prssports, neverthcless all applica-

tions for passports must Tiryt be cleared thrcugh the Eational Security Police.

The applications are sent by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to the National Security

Pollice, who investigate the case and then rep]q,approving or disapproving the apnlf-

cation, to the Ministry of Foreign Affaire. Diplomatic persovunel hed to be cleared

through the Ministry of the Interior, 25X1
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